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recovery. For example, people with diabetes can reduce their risk of
blindness with timely laser surgery, the effects of glaucoma can often
be prevented, and studies are exploring the role of vitamins and min-
erals in slowing the progression of age-related macular degeneration
and cataract.

To educate people about these strides and to encourage all Americans
to protect their precious eyesight, the Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has author-
ized and requested the President to proclaim the first week in March
of each year as “Save Your Vision Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 3 through March 9, 1996,
as Save Your Vision Week. I urge all the people of the United States
to participate in this observance by making eye care and eye safety a
priority and to recognize the important contributions that vision re-
search makes to our lives. I invite eye care professionals, the media,
and all public and private organizations committed to the goal of sight
preservation to join in activities that educate our citizens about the
simple steps they can take to save their vision.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6870 of March 8, 1996
National Park Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For millions of visitors every year, America’s 369 national parks serve
as living examples of the diversity, history, and natural wonders that
have always defined this country. We owe a debt of gratitude to the
men and women of the National Park Service, whose outstanding work
to preserve and protect these treasures ensures that they will be avail-
able to educate and enrich generations of Americans to come.

The National Park Service also reaches beyond the boundaries of our
parks to share knowledge and expertise with other nations, State and
local governments, American Indian tribes and Alaska Natives, agen-
cies, and thousands of organizations and individuals. National Park
Service programs are helping community leaders to create green spaces
in urban areas from Seattle to Philadelphia; to rehabilitate the historic
canal in Augusta, Georgia; and to return grey wolves to Yellowstone,
red wolves to the Great Smoky Mountains, big horn sheep to the Rocky
Mountains, and the peregrine falcon to parks nationwide.

Our national parks benefit from the work of many citizens dedicated
to environmental stewardship and historic preservation. By working
directly with the National Park Service or through the National Park
Foundation, its congressionally chartered nonprofit corollary, park
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partners sponsor educational programs, raise funds, provide visitor
services, and donate time and materials to support our great public re-
sources. These partners include the Student Conservation Association,
the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, and hundreds of other interested organizations. Drawn from
corporations, associations, and communities everywhere, over 100,000
Americans volunteer annually to keep our park system strong.

This year, National Park Week is dedicated to recognizing and celebrat-
ing the commitment of the National Park Service and its partners to
America’s unique historical, cultural, and natural heritage. I urge all
the people of the United States to learn more about our national parks,
the programs available in their communities, and to seek out opportu-
nities to become a national park partner.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 22
through April 28, 1996, as National Park Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6871 of March 11, 1996
National Poison Prevention Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we recognize National Poison Prevention Week, we can be proud
of the 35 years of public health efforts that have dramatically reduced
the number of childhood deaths caused by poisoning. Measures such
as child-resistant packaging and the lifesaving work of poison preven-
tion experts have raised awareness of this important issue and given
families and caregivers strategies to safeguard young people from harm.

Nevertheless, the American Association of Poison Control Centers esti-
mates that over one million children each year are exposed to poten-
tially toxic household materials. The Poison Prevention Week Council,
a coalition of 38 national organizations dedicated to ending this threat,
distributes valuable information to poison control centers, pharmacies,
public health departments, and others to aid community poison pre-
vention efforts. In addition, the Consumer Product Safety Commission
has long required child-resistant packaging for a number of medicines
and household chemicals. The recent development of such packaging
that is easier for adults to open will mean more conscientious use of
hazardous products and a decreased risk of accidental poisoning.

This week and throughout the year, we must remember that small safe-
ty measures—such as using child-resistant packaging correctly and
keeping harmful substances locked away from children—can save
lives. And if a poisoning occurs, a poison control center can offer
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